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Bordelon Marine has recently announced 
the arrival of a new PSV/MPSV, and 
that it has secured a term contract with 
Baker Hughes to utilise the vessel for well 
stimulation. Connor Bordelon is the first 
of three vessels from the new Stingray 
series 260ft Class, all of which will  
be built at Bordelon Marine Shipbuilders 
in Houma, Louisiana – a purpose-built 
yard established with the Stingray series 
in mind. 

The second and third vessels are currently 
under construction with delivery dates slated 
for mid 2014 and early 2015 respectively. 
These latter boats will take around 18 
months to build, some two months fewer 
than the lead boat.

Wes Bordelon, president and CEO, 
Bordelon Marine, said: “We are very excited 
to introduce the new Stingray DP2 PSV and 
MPSV series. The Stingray is a prototype 
design that incorporates a number of cutting-
edge features and capabilities, only commonly 
found in much larger new generation vessels. 
The concept here is to give our clients a more 
affordable MPSV or light IMR/ROV support 
vessel option. The Stingray design offers all 
of the necessary cutting-edge technologies 
and capabilities expected in a modern PSV 
today.” He maintains that the series keeps it 
all within a reasonable cost range for clients. 

Connor Bordelon, named after the 
CEO’s son, measures 78.33m x 15.85m 
and is powered by a pair of Cummins QSK 
60-M Tier 3 main diesel engines, each 
developing 2,200hp, turning Schottel type 

Balancing power, engineering, and thought

1215 fully azimuthing Rudderpropellers. 
Manoeuvrability is enhanced with two 
1,020hp electrically-driven Schottel type 
STT2 transverse bow thrusters. The vessel’s 
maximum speed is stated to be 14 knots, 
whilst the cruising speed is 12 knots with a 
transit fuel consumption of approximately 
510 litres/hr, but when dynamic positioning, 
this would rise to 564 litres/hr.

Auxiliary power is supplied by a pair of 
Cummins QSK-38 driven generator sets, 
each of 975kW, and third set from the same 
manufacturer, of 170kW for emergency/
harbour use. This latter set is separately 
housed in its own room on B-deck. Electric 
motors drive the FFS-supplied FiFi1 notation 
fire-fighting pumps and these feed remote 
controlled monitors located on a monkey 
island above the wheelhouse roof.

It is obvious from the vessels’ layout 
and amenities that considerable care and 
attention has been given to crew comfort and 
convenience. As a firm believer that a relaxed 

crew is safer and more productive, Wes 
Bordelon has insisted that each cabin has a 
private head, individual climate controls, TV, 
internet and phone connections.

There are 50 berths on board, distributed 
amongst 16 cabins on three decks, although 
the normal crew, depending upon the mission, 
is around 12 to 14 persons. The communal 
facilities – mess, galley, laundry/locker room 
etc – are all on main deck and all decks are 
connected by a feature spiral staircase through 
the heart of the ship from top to bottom. On 
C-deck there is another lounge, an extra 
laundry room and a ship’s office.

On the bridge there are control stations 
fore and aft, each with two Norsap tracked 
helm chairs running between parallel 
control consoles. Other bridge facilities 
include a chart table, captain’s office, 
head compartment and small galley area. 
Marine Technologies, another Louisiana-
based company, were not only responsible 
for the DP2 system, but also integrating 
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both control positions, the ECDIS, Sperry 
radars and Sailor communications. With a 
clear timbered deck space of 756m2, which 
is surrounded by a 1.5m high protective 
cargo rail, the vessel has considerable cargo 
capacity, having tanks below to carry 598m3 
of fuel oil, 1,653m3 of liquid mud, 113m3 of 
dry bulk, 905m3 of drill water and 465m3 of 
potable water. All systems are fully automated 
and controlled from the bridge with both 
forward and aft fill/discharge stations. 

“People always ask me why on earth would 
I want to be in the shipbuilding business,” 
added Wes Bordelon. “It’s messy, expensive, 
and incredibly risky. Well, for us it’s simply 
about the boats. If you stay in this business 
long enough, you develop a genuine affection 
and appreciation for these boats. Some people 
look at them and see a big hunk of rusty 
steel. I see an amazing balance of power, 
engineering, and thought. We wanted to be 
able to build a unique vessel that was our 
design alone, and to the needs and standards 
of our customers. We also wanted to build 

the vessel on our timeline and make whatever 
changes we needed, with a focus on quality 
instead of just price and schedule. A shipyard 
gives you the options to do all of those things. 

Plus at the end of the day, you have a lot of 
real big Tonka toys to play with.”  

Andy Smith
• Wes Bordelon interview, page 50.








